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Cour se Rationale:

Historically, the nature of public discourse suefa@s a significant topic and recent discussiountahe
pairings for several Bowl Championship Series (BG&nes represents one example for us to study
public discourse. The BCS often provokes passicai@ements about the appropriateness of the current
postseason format for Division IA college footb&kveral scholars and popular writers suggest the
current system serves to oppress low and mid-neajoference so they cannot enjoy the “spoils”
provided by the holiday season. On the other hamcherous others promote the bowl tradition as
important characteristic of Americana and mutubbyeficial (i.e. socially and financially) to host
communities and participating institutions. Sskveral fans, coaches, and higher education
administrators support a college football playbféwever, resistance to change remains strong. The
purpose of this course is to provide an overviewhefproblems, advantages, and other issues
concerning the various methods offered or selefttethe Division IA College Football National
Championship Title Game. Additionally, this cousseks to examine public discourse through the
BCS. Specifically, we will analyze how the BCS isssl presented to the masses, the consistence of th
dialogue, the different types of sources utilizeenrich the public discourse, and how people ektra
information from those sources. Finally, this ceusseks to introduce how researchers utilize tmarly
databases to conduct research and provides ingtiidents on how to work within a group setting.

Cour se Obj ectives:

1. To acquire specific information and understandibgud public discourse and how people

narratives presented by various sources alterapespeoples’ opinions.

To recognize a continued struggle to find bettéutsins to any public issue is important.

To understand how the University Libraries Datalfsise can be accessed and utilized for

engaging in scholarly research expected of colétgeents.

4. To learn how to conduct group work and realizeltbeefits it provides.

5. To appreciate the subtleties of creating and magimogosal presentations and convincing the
audience your product is best.

6. To recognize the multiplicity of problems and iss@&cing a Division IA intercollegiate football
championship.
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7. To acquire knowledge of the historical and contakhackground of Division IA football, its’
various bowl games, and ranking systems.

Course Palicies:

A. Students with DisabilitiesFhis syllabus is available in alternative formap®n request. If you have
a disability, please remember that you are resptnr making your needs known to me and seeking
assistance in a timely manner. | will do my bestgsist you in completing the course successfully.

B. Attendance:l expect you to attend class regularly, be oretistay for the whole class, listen
attentively, and show, through your behavior, yespect the fact others in the class are here to.lea
Your presence is indicative of your professiontitiate and is necessary to derive maximal benefits
from the class. If you need to miss a class, aganants should be made with me prior to the clarg. A
work missed during absences may not be made ugsaitlfalls under a university allowed absence.
You are responsible for obtaining class notes amdifouts on the days absent.

Excused Absences

There are three situations, which constitute arctisgd absence” from the class meeting time. They
are: 1) students who participate in a documentesddsity sanctioned event, 2) students who have a
documented death in the family, and 3) students avbabserving a religious holiday. In accordaice t
Faculty Rule 3335-7-15, students who will be pgstting in University sanctioned events must previd
the instructor with a copy of the scheduled eventsthose classes which will be missed. This
documentation must be on University letterheadyesiigoy the coach/supervisor, and given to the
instructor within the first two weeks of the quart&tudents who will be observing a religious dali
must provide date/event written notification to thstructor within the first two weeks of the queart

C. Academic MisconductStudents are expected to do their own originakwathin the confines of

the course objectives and evaluation procedures: deviation from these expectations is considered
academic misconduct and Faculty Rule 3335-31-ORbeikenforced. The Ohio State University’s Code
of Student Conduct (Section 3335-23-04) defineslacac misconduct as: “Any activity that tends to
compromise the academic integrity of the Universstysubvert the educational process.” Examples of
academic misconduct include (but are not limitedotagiarism, collusion (unauthorized collaborajion
copying the work of another student, and possesdionauthorized materials during an examination.
Ignorance of the University’s Code of Student Cartdsi never considered an “excuse” for academic
misconduct, so it is strongly recommended thatestiglreview the Code of Student Conduct and,
specifically, the sections dealing with academisaanduct.

D. Assignments:| expect you to put effort into your work for tbkass and be truthful in your
presentation of your work, that is, no plagiaristmgating, or the like. Please see me if you haye an
guestions about academic misconduct. Please hatesggnments are due on time. For my part as the
instructor of this course, I will (a) listen to yoguestions, comments, or concerns, (b) addresssss
that arise in regard to course assignments, (a)iggo/ou with interesting material to work on, (d)
return papers to you in a timely manner, and (epgaly do what is necessary so you can accomplish
the objectives established for the course.

E. Materials and Presentation MethoBswer point lectures and out of class assignnearishe
obtained through the instructor.




F. TechnologyAdditional means of communication between thérutdor and students are available
through the use of email, you are responsiblerfigreanail sent to your OSU account, this will inaud
but is not limited to schedule updates, articles, fmrms needed for class.

G. Diversity: The curriculum and experience is designed, impigate and evaluated in a manner that
promotes the acquisition and application of knowkedskills, and dispositions necessary to ladllp
students learn.

H. Statement of Student Righté&\ny student with a documented disability who nraguire special
accommodations should self-identify to the instouets early in the quarter as possible to receive
effective and timely accommodations.” Students aittisability should work through the Office of
Disability Services to secure appropriate accomriods (292-3307).

Cour se Evaluation:

Assignment Points
Class Participation 40
College Proposal Paper 30
Proposal Presentation 20
Peer Evaluation 10
Total 100

Students must achieve a score of 70% or bettearto & Satisfactory (S) mark for this course.
Those individuals scoring below 70% will receiveddnsatisfactory (U) grade.

Class Participation: (40 points)

You are expected to make a quality, consistent batahced contribution to class discussions. This i
especially important when discussing the in-clasgten, and reading assignments provided/listed
within this text. Both quantity and quality of yocontributions are important. | expect you to
summarize, interrelate, and apply the topics afudision during each class period. In-class assigtsme
may be given throughout the quarter. Any work nisgering absences may not be made up. You are
responsible for obtaining class notes and handwoutfays absent.

Division | A Football Playoff Group Paper: (30 points)

For this assignment, | expect you to complete ggftaproposal for crowning the National Champion of
Division IA college football or defend the currdBibwl Championship Serig®ue Beginning of Class

the 9" Week). The paper must be typed, double-spaced, andlbasitl5 pages. A cover page and
headings must appear to distinctively mark eactimed®ages must be numbered and references should
be cited using A.P.A. (American Psychological Asation, 5" Edition) style. The following serves as a
guide for your preparation of the paper and areaswill be evaluated on:

a. Overview/Statement of the Probl@that Does the Public Discour se Reveal ?)

b. Analysis of Current Bowl Championship Series

c. Description of Your ProposéProvide support for your proposal vialibrary databases)
d. Financial Comparisons/Revenues of Playoff Pral§gsvs. Current Bowl System

e. Calendar of Events (From the start of the seastihits conclusion)

f. Grammar, sentence structure, spelling, A.P.AeS#tc. ..
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Overall, the paper should present your reactianptayoff (e.g. Do you agree or disagree with the
creation of a playoff? What are the possible Prosf2 How would the NCAA and its institutions (i.e.
bowl communities) be impacted? Etc...). Furthermbexpect you to create a playoff (e.g. plus one
system, final four, elite eight, sweet sixteen, pht sixteen) which you feel best fits the fans,
participants, and other important groups (i.e Misien, NCAA, sponsors, etc...) or defend the current
system. Further information provided by the ingtouin the form of a handout will reveal the
evaluation criteria to help guide the writer(s).

Proposal Presentation: (20 points)

Each group will make a 20-minute presentation efrtevent/program during the last week of class.
Each group should prepare appropriate slides (@ger point/overheads) and a handout briefly
summarizing their proposal to facilitate a con@se cogent class presentation.

Event/Program Peer Project Evaluation: (10 points)

| expect you to contribute to all aspects of thajgmt and presentation. Peer evaluations will be
completed to assess each student’s contributitimetproject and presentation. You can earn a ¢btal
10 points for your contribution. The scores assibioye your peers will be summed and the average will
become your grade. If you disagree with your sabren you may discuss this situation with me. The
evaluation must be turned in to melag day of classes Week 10.

Tentative Schedule
Week 1 Introduction to Course and Getting to Know E@ther

Week 2 Introduction to Public Discourse and OverviewB&S
« Bowl Coalition, Alliance, Championship Series
» Disputed champions and the various ratings systems

Week 3 Bowls, Americana, Commercialization of Sport
» History/tradition of bowls
» Television’s influence/impact: finances and markgti

Week 4 College Playoffs Discussion (Intro. to Competingptsals: 4, 8, 16, etc...)
Week 5 College Playoffs Discussion (Analysis of CompgtProposals)

« Computer Ratings, Human Polls, and Playoff
Week 6 Searching with the Library Databases and Profdegaluation Handout
Week 7 Introduction to Conduct Group Work/Proposal andsBngation Practice Time
Week 8 Legal Issues: Anti-trust Concerns and Group Prejoerfor Presentation

* Anti-competitive and pro-competitive effects
Week 9-10 Proposal Presentations

Schedule Subject to Change
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Website L ist

http://www.andersonsports.com/football/ACF_frnk.htm
http://www.collegeplayoffs.com/
http://www.colleyrankings.com/
http://www.cfrc.com/html/searchof.htm



http://www.harrisinteractive.com/news/bcspoll.asp
http://www.mratings.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/sports/sagarin.htm
http://www.usatoday.com/sports/college/footballtpsd.htm
http://www.sportsfansofamerica.com/index-main.htm
http://prwolfe.bol.ucla.edu/cfootball/ratings.htm

Instructor Biographies

Dr. Chad S. Seifried (seifried.5@osu.edu) taugbttsgtudies and management courses at The Ohio
State University since joining the institution agactoral student in 2002. Currently, Dr. Seifried
teaches or supervises the following undergradusdegeaduate classes: a) EDU PAES 245 Sport and
Recreation Leadership; b) 545 Programming in SgadtRecreation; ¢) 607 Legal Aspects of Sport and
Physical Activity; d) 835 Problems in Interscholastnd Intercollegiate Athletics; e) 837 Event and
Facility Management for Sport Managers; and f) 889/Practicum and Internships in Sport
Management. Dr. Seifried’s interests embrace: é stiady of indoor and outdoor sport facilities-
specifically the evolution of sport facilities, geptions and satisfaction of sport facilities, #mel
discovery of comparisons or other drawn meaningsiafport facilities; 2) the study of ethical/moral
issues in sport such as the decision-making prospsstsmanship vs. gamesmanship, and
meaningfulness of sport terms; and 3) the ideuwtiio of factors associated with student-athletaagh
of institution and the development of strategiebdtier recruit student-athletes. Recently, Dririeel
also accepted invitations and/or completed preentat national conferences such The Drake
Conference (Indianapolis, IN), Th& thternational Conference on Sport and EntertairtrBesiness
(Columbia, SC), and the North American Associabb®port Management (Atlanta, GA; Kansas City
MO). Finally, Dr. Seifried also published articliesthe Journal of Contemporary Athletics, the Journal

of Physical Education, Recreation & Dance, Scholastic Coach and Athletic Director, andStrategies.

Dr. Melvin L. Adelman (adelman.1@osu.edu) tauglirsptudies courses at The Ohio State University
since 1984. The author 8fSporting Time: New York City and the Rise of Modern Athletics, 1820-70
(1986), is currently working on a history of thd-Aimerican Football Conference and professional
football in post World War Il America. Dr. Adelmaso published articles in tlleurnal of Sport
History, the Journal of Social History, Canadian History of Sport and current serves as editor of the
Journal of Sport History. Additionally, his doctoral students have and cotiseteach at a variety of
institutions including, the University of lowa; Umirsity of Georgia; California State University-
Sacramento; State University of New York at Codladniversity of Houston; Clark-Atlanta
University, and The Ohio State University. Dr. Adein’s wide array of undergraduate and graduate
classes and seminars on the history of sport iecdlnese courses most recently: a) EDU PAES 410
History of Leisure and Physical Activities in Wastésociety; b) 839 Professional Sport in 20th-Cgntu
America; ¢) 711 American Sport History; d) 925.28b8 and Exercise Sciences; and e) 626.03 Sport
and Popular Culture — Baseball.



